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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The second week back has flown by and it has been 
wonderful to see our new Reception intake staying for 
the full day – going home tired but happy at the end of 
each day. I have been very impressed by how our older 
children have helped make our new recruits feel so 
welcome. At playtimes especially, it can be a bit 
daunting but thanks to our lovely caring ethos our older 
children have been making up games, helping our 
Reception children use the outdoor equipment, reading 
a story in the story shed and generally helping them 
settle in. 
Our assembly theme this week has been” New 
Beginnings.” We have thought about all the positive 
behaviours we want to see in our school and the value 
of a kind caring community in helping us learn. 
 

 
 
 
Steven Potter 
 
 

Talk Topic 
 
“What makes a great read or a good book? “ 
 
The discussion could 
include: 

 Who is your 
favourite 
character? 

 Is it all about 
the plot or do you think characters are more 
important? 

 Why is reading so important? 

 What about comics – are they just as valuable to 
read? 

 
Roald Dahl had his birthday this week. He wrote more 
than 20 children's books, including Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, The BFG and Fantastic Mr Fox. 
He also invented more than 500 new words and 
character names and more than 200 million copies of his 
books have been sold around the world.  
If you want to add your comments on your favourite 
character to the Newsround website click:- 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41200769 
 
 

Learning around the school 
 
A quick summary of learning around the school. 
 
Year 6 have been learning about place value in decimal 
numbers and converting decimals to fractions and vice 
versa. In English they have been learning to use 
synonyms and antonyms and how to create atmosphere 
in their writing through writing about their adventures 

under water. Their spelling pattern for the week has 
been cious and tious. In science and geography they 
have been learning about the water cycle and the 
changing state of water. 
 
Year 5 have been revising different methods for written 
subtraction and when to use them. In English they have 
been debating whether free range or battery eggs are 
better and will be writing a persuasive letter to a farmer 
on the topic. In history they have started their topic on 
WWII by looking at the allied and axis powers 
 

Year 4 Had great fun finding golden tickets on the 
playground to allow them into the great glass elevator. In 
maths they adding and subtracting two digit numbers 
mentally and exploring place value in 4 digit numbers. 
They have learned all about the digestive system in 
science and found out where chocolate comes from and 
how to make it.   
 
Year 3 Have been revising number bonds to 10 and 100 
and finding the quickest way to add 3 numbers. In 
English they have been reading “Dinosaurs in Danger”, 
putting actions to the text and learning how to use 
adjectives and nouns. They have also just started to 
create their own Dino Dance in PE and have had their 
first Spanish lesson focusing on greetings. 
 
Year 2 Have been looking for patterns when rolling two 
dice and deciding which numbers are more likely to turn 
up. They have also been revising number bonds to 10, 
20 and 100 and pairs to 6,7,8,9 and 10. In English they 
have been learning how to use contractions (it's she's 
he's), adjectives and adding voices when reading out 
loud in groups or whole class. In PE they have 
performed a sequence of 4 different moves having 
planned and communicated throughout in pairs. 
 
Year 1 have been writing 
letters to Handa, asking 
what has happened to her 
fruit. In maths they have 
been revising numbers up 
to 20, ordering them and 
finding out about ordinal 
numbers such as 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, 5th etc. 
They really enjoyed making African houses and finding 
out which parts of fruit are edible. 
 
Year R have continued to get to know the classroom 
and the school and have settled in to the full day and 
lunchtime routines. They have enjoyed making new 
friends and meeting old ones from nursery. All in all they 
have been having lots of fun playing and learning. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41200769
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Maths at home 
Thank you very much to those parents 
who came to the parent workshop on 
Thursday morning. I hope you found 
the session useful and that you now 
feel more confident helping your child 
with their maths.   
 
Abacus is a maths toolkit that has been written for the 
new primary maths curriculum. It’s been carefully crafted 
on a robust approach to creating inspired and confident 
young mathematicians.  
 
To help children make sense of and practice their maths, 
Abacus provides a combination of maths games, 
interactive activities, pupil videos and pupil worksheets, 
focused around an interactive pupil world where your 
child can earn rewards and personalise their learning.  
 
Using the Abacus online pupil world with your child  
The Abacus pupil world is the place that your child will log 
into to play maths games, complete interactive activities 
and access rewards. They earn rewards by completing 
the games and activities that their teacher has allocated 
to them. They can also watch pupil videos, which recap 
key teaching topics. These videos are accompanied by 
pupil worksheets that help children practice key maths 
skills 

 
If you missed the session, click the following link to see 
how you can help your child make good progress in 
maths using Abacus. 
https://support.activelearnprimary.co.uk/help/support-for-
parents.html 
 
 

Eligibility for Free School Meals 
If you are eligible for free school meals please apply. We 
will help you complete the necessary form if required. 

Your child will receive an extra £1,320 to spend on 

their education if you are eligible and complete the form. 
 
Free school meals are available from all schools in West 
Sussex if you receive any of these benefits: 
 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

 Support from National Asylum Support Service 
(NASS) under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guaranteed element of state Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also 
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on 

 Universal Credit. 
 

Hot School Meals Special 
Chartwells, our hot school meals provider, is running a 
special Italian menu on Thursday 5

th
 October to 

showcase the wonderful food they provide and 
encourage parents and children to use their service. 
If you would like to try out the meals please click 
https://westsussex.mealselector.co.uk 
 

Year 4 and 6 Residentials 
Letters regarding the Year 4 
and Year 6 residentials have 
gone out today. Payment 
plans and further details are 
in the letters. If you have any 
queries please contact the 
school office as soon as 
possible. 
 

Clubs 
Clubs started this week and it is heartening to see so 
many of our children participating in the programme. 
 
It is very important that children let those running the club 
know that they cannot attend if for any reason they are 
not able to. 

 
Wanted -  Any spare Lego or Playmobil and any 

spare chess sets 
If you have any spare 
Playmobil or Lego 
we would very 
much appreciate 
any donations to 
the school to help 
supplement our 
resources for our various clubs.  

The chess club are also looking for any spare chess sets 
anyone has at home. Chess is really taking off at school 
and it would be great if we had a few more sets. 
 

PTA 
The PTA is a registered charity and each year we elect a 
new committee at the AGM. Below is a brief description 
of the committee roles. If you are interested in any of the 
roles please come to the PTA meeting on Thursday 28th 
September at 7:30pm in the school hall, or respond on 
our fb page, contact an existing committee member or 
let the office know. 

 
This is a great opportunity for parents to get to know the 
school better and to help raise funds for important 
changes to the school and benefits to your children such 
as the annual theatre company, money for each class, 
circus skills workshop and extra classroom resources.  

 
We have had a bumper year for PTA events and 
fundraising and would like to keep the momentum for 
2017-2018.  If you would like to get involved please 
come along.  

 

https://support.activelearnprimary.co.uk/help/support-for-parents.html
https://support.activelearnprimary.co.uk/help/support-for-parents.html
https://westsussex.mealselector.co.uk/
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Roles that are available: 
Chairperson  
Encourage participation and involvement with PTA. 
Chair committee meetings ensuring that everyone has a 
chance to have their say. Pull together ideas and help 
form action plans.  Ensure all decisions taken have the 
agreement of the majority.  
Treasurer  
Organise and keep track of PTA finances and bank 
accounts. Liaise with the school bursar regarding 
payments made to the school. Prepare annual accounts 
for auditing. Organise floats for events and prepare 
annual lottery and charity returns.  
Secretary  
Arrange meetings, publish agenda, take & distribute 
minutes. Work with other committee members to ensure 
all licence’s, membership, insurance policies etc are 
kept up to date.  
Class Representatives  
Be an active point of contact for parents in your child’s 
class. Encourage participation in PTA activities. Keep 
people informed and give feedback on ideas and 
opinions of other parents. 
Active members are required at all events, from 
organizing, providing, volunteering, manning a stall to 
clearing up after. 
 
Please do come along and meet the current committee  
Thursday 28th September at 7:30pm in the school hall 

 
Thank you for your on-going support. Every parent is a 

member of the PTA, if you would like to be help out or 

have any ideas, please contact your class rep, Liz 

Mowlem (Chair) Susan Rockett (Treasurer) or Fiona 

Edge (Secretary). 

 

 

Star Learners 
Congratulations to this week’s winners:- 
 

Year Star Learner of the Week 

Reception  

Year 1 Ryan Long 

Year 2 Willow Joyce 

Year 3 Amelia Kent 

Year 4 Chloe Holman 

Year 5 Holly Finley 

Year 6 Lilly Hook 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates for your diary 

September  

12
th
  Squash coaching for Year 6 

14
th
  9am to 10am Maths Parent morning – All 

parents invited to attend 

19
th
  Squash coaching for Year 6 

19
th
 Drum Club Assembly 1pm 

25
th
  Bourne school to run a Rights Respecting 

Schools Assembly 

26
th
  Squash coaching for Year 6 

28
th
  Food For All Day 

28
th
  Year 6 Food Education workshop with 

Hampshire Farmer’s Market 

28
th
  Full Governor’s Meeting 5pm 

29
th
  MacMillan Coffee morning 

October  

3
rd

 9am Infants Harvest festival in the school 
hall – parents welcome 

3
rd

  11am Junior Harvest Festival in the 
church – parents welcome 

5
th
  Year 4 Cake Sale 

11
th
  Flu vaccinations for Year R, 1, 2, 3 and 4 

11
th
  “Six Weeks in” workshop for new parents 

2pm to 3pm 

12
th
  Year 5 to visit Tangmere Aviation Museum 

12
th
  Yvonne Watkins, Head of the Bourne to 

talk to parents of Year 5 and 6 

18
th
 Class photos - Individuals 

23
rd

 to 27
th
  Half-term 

30
th
 Inset Day – School closed for pupils 

November  

8
th
  Parent consultation 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

9
th
  Parent consultation 5pm to 7pm 

13
th
 to 17

th
  Anti Bullying Week – “All Different, All 

Equal” 

24
th
  Year 5 Class Assembly 

28
th
  Ems Valley Community Transport 

Christmas Party – Choir to attend 

December  

11
th
  Year 1/2 Christmas play rehearsal 

12
th
  1.30pm - Year 1/2 Christmas play for 

parents  

13
th
  Year R Christmas play dress rehearsal 

14
th
  11am – Junior Christmas Carol service in 

the church. Parents welcome to attend 

14
th
  1.30pm - Year R Christmas play for 

parents 

14
th
   6pm - Year 1/2 Christmas play for parents 

20
th
 Last Day of the Autumn term 

21
st
 to 4

th
 Christmas holidays 

January  

4
th
 First day of the Spring term 

  

February  

5
th
 to 9

th
  Bikeability week for Year 6 

6
th
  Safer Internet Day 

9
th
  Year 1 Class Assembly 
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12
th
 to 16

th
  Half-term 

19
th
 Inset Day – school closed for pupils 

March  

1
st
  World Book Day 

7
th
  Parent consultation 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

8
th
  Parent consultation 5pm to 7pm 

23
rd

  Year 3 Class Assembly 

26
th
 to 29

th
  Science Week 

29
th
  Last day of the Spring term 

  

April  

3
rd

 to 13
th
  Easter holiday 

16
th
 First Day of the Summer term 

23
rd

 to 27
th
  Family Safety Week 

May  

7
th
  Bank Holiday 

14
th
 to 18

th
  Year 6 end of KS2 SATS – All Year 6 

children must be presents for these 

25
th
  Inset Day, school closed for pupils 

28
th
 to 1

st
  Half-term 

  

June  

4
th
 to 8

th
  Child Safety Week 

22
nd

  Year 2 Class Assembly 

26
th
  Sports Day 

27
th
  Reserve Sports Day 

July  

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 4 Cobnor residential 

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 6  Sayers Croft residential 

20
th
  Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly 

20
th
 Last day of the summer term for pupils 

23
rd

 Inset Day School closed for pupils 

24
th
  Inset Day School closed for pupils 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


